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             A LOOK AT THE TOWN 

 

 
 

Città di Castello is a town in the province of Perugia, in the northern part of the Region of Umbria, Italy. It is 

situated on a slope of the Apennines, on the flood plain of the river Tiber. The name Città di Castello is the 

result of a long transformation linked to the historical periods that the town lived through. The first urban 

conglomerate of which we have evidence was Tifernum Tiberinum, a Roman port on the Tiber River. This is 

why the inhabitants of Città di Castello are still called Tifernati. Some archaeological remains of the Roman 

port have recently been found and are now visible in the southern part of the historic centre in the 

Mattonata district. When the Lombards invaded Tiferno in the 6th-century CE, its name became Castrum 

Felicitatis, which means “Castle of Happiness”. 

 

During the Middle Ages, when the town became independent and achieved the status and power of a 

Comune (township), the name Castrum (“camp” in Latin) became Civitas and, then, Civitas Castelli, from 

which the name Città di Castello is derived. The old town walls dating back to 1200 CE, which had been 

rebuilt and restored many times. Inside these walls are two escalators offering easy access to the town and 

bringing you up to the Giardini del Cassero (Gardens of the Keep), a small park where young lovers meet. 

Cross the gardens and you will find the medieval square of the town, Piazza Gabriotti. 
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The most impressive monuments: 
 

The Cathedral, Cathedral Museum and Town Hall, the latter was built between 1322 and 1338. It was 

designed by Angelo da Orvieto, a famous architect who also designed the Palazzo dei Consoli in Gubbio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Civic Tower, which is also known as the Bishop’s Tower because it is located near the bishop’s 

residence. It was built in 1300 CE and was a prison for a long time. 

 

The Round Bell Tower, which you can get to it by descending the steep lane on the right side of the 

Town Hall (Via della Legna and Via del Modello). 
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The tourist itinerary continues along Corso Cavour, which boasts a small, splendid 14th-century loggia 

(recessed balcony) and the Palazzo del Podestà (People’s Palace) designed by Angelo da Orvieto in the 

early 1300s. Opposite the Palazzo is the Grifani Donati print shop, now a museum that houses working 

presses from the 1700s. At the end of Corso Cavour is Piazza Matteotti, a large square heart of the town. On 

the square stands the Palazzo Bufalini with its splendid loggiato (internal portico) that houses the Tourist 

Information Office and public restrooms. From this point on, the town takes on a Tuscan appearance 

created in the 1400s by the Vitelli family, a powerful seigniory who made the town similar to Florence and 

gave it the renaissance appearance that it still maintains today. The buildings in Corso Vittorio Emanuele and 

the districts of the historic centre are based on 16th-century architectural canons. This is another reason why 

Città di Castello resembles a Tuscan town rather than an Umbrian one, which is usually a medieval village 

located atop a hill. 

 

Corso Vittorio Emanuele is lined with trendy shops that, once you enter, are actually housed in surprisingly, 

marvelous ancient cloisters. At the end of Corso Vittorio Emanuele are the imposing St. Mary’s Gate and the 

church of the same name to its right. This mid 14th-century gate is the most well-preserved of the four gates 

that give access to the historic centre. The church was built by the Vitelli family in the late 1400s and is a 

wonderful example of the Italian gothic style. 

 

Walk along the side of the church in Via Borgo Farinario and you will reach an area of major archaeological 

interest that has been recently restored and renovated with a new architecture. The new place is named 

Archeology Square. 

In front of this area is the most famous and picturesque of the five buildings constructed by the Vitelli family. 

It is called the Palazzo Vitelli alla Cannoniera and houses the Civic Picture Gallery, which is the second largest 

museum in Umbria after the National Gallery in Perugia. 
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On the right side of the Palazzo Vitelli is the neo-gothic Church of St. Dominic, which was not completed until 

1424. In it once hung the famous “Mond Crucifixion” by Raphael, now in London’s National Gallery, and the 

“Martyrdom of St. Sebastian” by Luca Signorelli, which fortunately is still conserved in the Picture Gallery. Go 

back to Piazza Matteotti and head north until you get to Piazza Raffaello Sanzio, named for the painter 

Raphael, and the Church of St. Francis. Inside it, above a side altar, you will find a copy of the famous 

“Marriage of the Virgin” by Raphael that originally hung there. The painting was plundered by Napoleon 

and is now in the famous Brera Picture Gallery in Milan. 

 

Walk down Via XI Settembre and you will come to the small Church of St. Mary of the Graces. It was originally 

built in the 1300s; however, repeated restorations have significantly altered its appearance. Inside it hangs a 

beautiful painting depicting “St. Mary of the Graces” painted in the late 1400s by Giovanni di Piamonte, a 

follower of Piero della Francesca. 

 

Take Via XI Settembre back to Piazza Raffaello and exit the square into Via degli Albizzini until you get to the 

Burri Foundation, a national contemporary art museum. Its collection along with the one in the Old Tobacco 

Drying Houses are the legacy that the famous abstract painter and sculptor Alberto Burri left to his native 

town. The tourist itinerary ends at the most opulent of the Vitelli buildings, Palazzo Vitelli a Sant’Egidio, a 

true seigniorial palace. After many restorations, the building is now owned by the Cassa di Risparmio di Città 

di Castello (Savings Bank of Città di Castello), which has recently reopened it to the public and uses its 

wonderful rooms for art exhibitions. 

The town has always been a crossroads for artistic and cultural movements and treasures can be found here 

from all periods including the middle ages, the renaissance and the present day. Such vast wealth in so small 

an area has alone created a unique and beautiful museum. 

 

There is a delicate balance between the old and the new, the ancient and the contemporary. 

 
During the renaissance the town was very important and famous painters and architect were summoned to 

decorate it. One of the first was the young Raphael who produced some of his earliest works between 1499 

and 1504. These can be found in the Palazzo Vitelli alla Cannoniera which houses the Pinacoteca Comunale, 

along with works by Signorelli, Raffaellino del Colle, Lorenzo Ghiberti and Pomarancio. From the palace 

garden you can also admire the decorated façade designed by Gherardi and Vasari. 

 

There are other museums in town as well. Each one contains numerous artistic treasures and has its own 

cultural identity and together they form a whole which becomes a “town museum”. The Museo del Duomo 

has an important collection of sacred art as well as two important masterpieces – “Christ in glory” by Rosso 

Fiorentino and “Madonna and Child” by Pinturicchio. 
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Città di Castello can give emotions to the contemporary art lovers too: in the old and restored tobacco 

factory “Ex seccatoi del tabacco” is hosted a wonderful and permanent collection by Alberto Burri, famous 

contemporary artist born in Città di Castello, master in the use of poor material and famous for his 

combustions (http://www.fondazioneburri.org/). 

 

 

 
The town is also committed in the protection of the heritage of the old handiwork, the Museum of Graphic 

Art and the Tela Umbra textile collection are just two examples. 

 

The Museum of Popular Traditions is housed in the complex of Villa Garavelle, two kilometers from the town 

center, and is one of the first examples made in Italy with a collection of objects related to rural tradition; It 

reconstructs, with furniture and home furnishings, equipment and work tools, the various stages of life and 

daily agricultural activities in the family of the Umbrian countryside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fondazioneburri.org/
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HOW TO GET TO CITTÀ DI CASTELLO 
Closest Airports are Perugia, Florence, Pisa, Bologna and Rome 

 
 

 
 

Reaching Città di 
Castello from 
PERUGIA airport 

At the Perugia San Francesco Airport there is a bus line that brings you in the 
centre of Perugia. 
(https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/turismo/servizi- 

speciali/collegamento-aeroporto-di-perugia.html) From Perugia centre you will 

have to reach the S. Anna Station and take a bus to Città di Castello. 

The company is called BUSITALIA. You can download the timetable here: 

https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/dam/fsbusitalia/documenti/umbria/ora
ri/orari- ferroviari-estivi-2021/PG-SS.pdf 

(please take into consideration the line Perugia- Sansepolcro/Sansepolcro-Perugia). 

 
 
 
 

 
Reaching Città di 
Castello from 
FLORENCE - 
Peretola 
airport 

At the Florence Airport there is a bus line that brings you in the centre of 
Florence (https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/turismo/servizi- 
speciali/collegamento-aeroporto-di-firenze---volainbus.html). 

From Florence centre you will have to reach the Train Station “Firenze Santa 
Maria Novella” and take a train to AREZZO (for timetable please have a look at 
the web- site www.trenitalia.it). Once you reach AREZZO, just in front of the train 
station there is a bus stop, where you can wait for a bus (‘Busitalia’) that will 
bring you directly to Città di Castello. 

 
For the timetable, please have a look here (pages 130- 132): 

Arezzo-CdC: https://www.tiemmespa.it/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/ar_extra_inv_2020-2021-1.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reaching Città di 
Castello from 
PISA Galileo 
Galilei airport 

The Pisa Airport is about 1 km from Pisa Centrale railway station, from which 
you can reach any Italian railway network destination. At less than 40 metres 
from the Passenger Terminal at the Pisa Airport, you can find the new, high-
speed, fully automatic People Mover service for direct connections between 
the Pisa Centrale railway station and the airport. The service is available every 
day from 6:00 AM to midnight at 5/8 minute intervals 
http://pisa-mover.com/servizio-shuttle/ 

 
From Pisa Centrale railway station you will have to take a train to AREZZO (for 
timetable please have a look at the web-site www.trenitalia.it). Once you reach 
AREZZO, just in front of the train station there is a bus stop, where you can wait 
for a bus (‘Busitalia’) that will bring you directly to Città di Castello. 

 
For the timetable, please have a look here (pages 130- 132): 
Arezzo-CdC: https://www.tiemmespa.it/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/ar_extra_inv_2020-2021-1.pdf 

https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/turismo/servizi-speciali/collegamento-aeroporto-di-perugia.html
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/turismo/servizi-speciali/collegamento-aeroporto-di-perugia.html
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/dam/fsbusitalia/documenti/umbria/orari/orari-ferroviari-estivi-2021/PG-SS.pdf
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/dam/fsbusitalia/documenti/umbria/orari/orari-ferroviari-estivi-2021/PG-SS.pdf
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/dam/fsbusitalia/documenti/umbria/orari/orari-ferroviari-estivi-2021/PG-SS.pdf
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/turismo/servizi-speciali/collegamento-aeroporto-di-firenze---volainbus.html
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/turismo/servizi-speciali/collegamento-aeroporto-di-firenze---volainbus.html
http://www.trenitalia.it/
https://www.tiemmespa.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ar_extra_inv_2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.tiemmespa.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ar_extra_inv_2020-2021-1.pdf
http://pisa-mover.com/servizio-shuttle/
http://www.trenitalia.it/
https://www.tiemmespa.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ar_extra_inv_2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.tiemmespa.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ar_extra_inv_2020-2021-1.pdf
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Reaching Città di 
Castello from 
ROME airport 

From Rome there are two main possibilities: 1. reaching Termini Station from 
the airport and then reaching Perugia Ponte San Giovanni Station (timetable  
www.trenitalia.it). 
From there you shall take the bus of ‘Umbria Mobilità’ company as indicated 
above that will bring you to Città di Castello. 2. (best solution) SULGA BUS 
leaving at 14:30 from Rome Fiumicino (Terminal 3 Arrivals) arriving in Città di 
Castello at 18:50 (or leaving from the train station of Roma Tiburtina at 16:00). 
On Sunday or festivities the bus leaves at 12:30 and arrives in Città di Castello 
at 16:55. Booking the bus ticket in advance is advisable. (Timetable  
www.sulga.it , check the line directed to Ravenna or Cesena). 

Reaching Città di 
Castello from 
BOLOGNA airport 

At the Bologna Airport a bus will bring you to the Train Station and then take a 
train to AREZZO (for timetable please have a look at the web-site 
www.trenitalia.it ). Once you reached AREZZO, just in front of the train station 
there is a bus stop, where you can wait for a bus that will bring you directly to 
Città di Castello. For the timetable, please have a look at the indications above 
on the ‘Busitalia’ bus from Arezzo to Città di Castello 

From… 

If you choose another airport, or way to reach us please let us know in order to 
help you in find the better solution to reach us. In case you would like to have a 
transfer from any airport to Città di Castello by a private company, we would be 
glad to ask information on your behalf on the price according to the details of 
your travel. Just keep us informed. 

 

http://www.trenitalia.it/
http://www.sulga.it/

